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Spaceship ‘Vostok” Will Take off in Velikie Luki
 The city of Velikie Luki in Pskov region is included in the schedule of Hot-air Ballooning programme “Vostok”. Within the limits of this programme  flights of  specially shaped hot-air balloon  have been planned in different cities all over the world. The shape of this balloon is similar to the spaceship “Vostok” aboard which Yury Gagarin made the first flight around the Earth on the 12th of April, 1961.

     “We are sure that during the Year of  Astronautics one of the greatest Russian events can’t but honour the first manned space flight. The flights of “Vostok” balloon in Velikie Luki, the city of  Military Glory will remind thousands of people about space achievements of our country by understandable and colourful means”, - is said in the address of event directors to the managers of “Vostok” programme. 
     In Velikie Luki the unusual balloon will be flown by the manager of “Vostok” programme Russian and world record holder Stanislav Phyodorov (Moscow). The co-pilot will be a record holder Nickolai Galkin (Moscow). The crew is planned to be given number “50” to honour the 50th anniversary of the first manned space flight.

     “Space” programme of the International Balloon Meet in Velikie :Luki is not only limited by  “Vostok” balloon flight over the city on the 11th and 12th of June. These days there are also projected special classes for children where they will see the presentation and will be told about technical data of real “Vostok” spaceship and its ballooning copy. At present we are examining the possibility of joint plans with Velikie Luki Education Department and  Committee of Culture within the bounds of the Year of Astranautics in Russia.

     The presentation of “Vostok” programme took place on the 27th of April at the press conference of Velikie Luki International Balloon Meet in Velikie L:uki that was held by Pskov region State Committee and press centre of balloon pilots. The press conference was devoted to the new event schedule which this year encloses twice more entertainment events than in previous years.

     The specially shaped hot-air balloon “Vostok” corresponds to the simplified  copy of spaceship “Vostok” that is made on a scale of  7,4 to 1.

Constructional balloon height with basket:    47,2 m

Envelope height:   36,8 m

Max. balloon diameter:   23,6 m

Envelope capacity:   4300 cub.m

Envelope weight:   295 kg

Envelope seams length:   5,2 km

Strings length:   21 km

Number of envelope parts:   2064

Max takeoff weight:   1300 kg

Crew:   1 pilot +  4 passengers

Burner fuel:   motor propane-butane mixture

Fuel quantity on board:   120 kg

Flight duration:   1,5 – 2,5 hours (depending on weather)

Max. flight altitude:   4000 m

Max. climb/descent rate:   +4/-6 m per sec

Max surface wind speed at launch:   4 m per sec

Min. launch crew:   6 people

https://picasaweb.google.com/102944231656547093376
http://www.pbo.ru/?id_menu=1&id_menu_item=50
http://www.balloon-cup.ru/news.php
